
 
 
NAME: Julia Allen 
 
RACE & DISTRICT: State House District 20 
 
WHY ARE YOU RUNNING FOR ELECTED OFFICE? I’m committed to working for 
my community which I already do as a member of Neighbored Board 5, Palolo 
Lions Club, St. Louis Heights Community Association and the Honolulu Rotary 
Club. Having worked at the State Capitol for 12 years, I have learned how the 
legislative process is managed. I believe that I can be a good representative for 
our community. 
 
Please answer the following questions (max word count: 300 per question)  

1. If elected, what would be your first priority to help Hawaii’s businesses 
recover from the COVID-19 pandemic?   

I will work to reduce regulations that are an unnecessary burden by 
consulting with our business owners. 
 

2. How would you prioritize the needs of Hawaii’s business community in 
COVID-19 response and recovery measures?  
 
For the recovery of the business community, people need to be 
assured of their safety by expanding COVID-19 testing, contact 
tracing and implementation of therapeutics already available now. 
People need to be comfortable returning to work, so consulting with 
our business owners is essential. Also, tourism needs to be 
reopened by establishing a procedure for visitors to be tested at 
their point of departure. 
 

3. Businesses are concerned about the lack of government transparency, 
particularly with information surrounding COVID – on everything from 
decision making on mandates to locations of COVID cases. What are your 
thoughts on government transparency and what improvements would you 
make? 
 
We have severely and inexcusably lacked government transparency. 
Governor Ige, in his first executive order, wrongly suspended our 
state’s open meetings and public records laws. In May, he did relax 



his suspension, but there remains a serious lack of information. A 
group of local businesses and non-profits have formed COVID Pau to 
provide real-time data about COVID-19 in Hawaii. I would do all I 
could to support this project. 
 

4. What are your top five legislative priorities for 2021 and do they include 
employer mandates such as an increase to minimum wage; paid family 
leave; and paid sick leave? 
 
My top 5 legislative priorities for 2021 will be to 1) reduce employer 
mandates and burdensome regulations, including any increases of 
minimum wage, 2) reduce all small business and personal income 
taxes, 3) adjust the marginal income tax rates so that taxpayers keep 
more of what they earn, 4) reduce government spending by 
establishing stricker budgeting and spending only what is necessary 
to provide essential services for our citizens, and 5) stop all nice-to-
have programs that contribute to our out-of-control budget deficit. 
 

5. How would you bring resolution to the Thirty Meter Telescope (TMT)? 

The Governor must uphold the law so that the project can proceed. 
Polynesians were expert celestial navigators who used their 
knowledge of the stars to travel. I support the Thirty Meter Telescope 
(TMT). It will have the capability to advance our knowledge and 
understanding of the universe, and lead to discoveries beyond what 
we can envision or anticipate. TMT will be the largest ground-based 
observatory in the world and will bring international recognition to 
Hawaii for research in astronomy and astrophysics. 


