
 
 
 
 
NAME:  Patrick Pihana Branco 
 
RACE & DISTRICT: House of Representatives, District 50 
 
WHY ARE YOU RUNNING FOR ELECTED OFFICE? 
 
I’ve always been drawn to public service -- I joined the foreign service immediately out 
of graduate school because I wanted to help build bridges between the U.S. and foreign 
countries.  I returned to Hawai‘i after 7 years overseas because I knew it was time to 
give back to the place that instilled me with the values of mālama and ‘ike pono.  Using 
my skills in diplomacy, policymaking, and economic development, I want to help 
strengthen the community that raised me. 
 
Please answer the following questions (max word count: 300 per question)  
 

1. If elected, what would be your first priority to help Hawaii’s 
businesses recover from the COVID-19 pandemic?   

My top goal will be economic recovery – for both our businesses and 
working class -- while working toward long-run economic sustainability.  I 
will immediately implement short-term solutions to help Hawaiʻi’s working 
class, including an emergency loan program for businesses and short-
term health insurance for the unemployed.  Second, I will implement long-
term, targeted strategies to diversify our economy.  This includes 
attracting investment by creating a climate that is conducive to it. Policies 
should look at providing an environment that facilitates investment: 
lowering entry barriers, ensuring/encouraging a skilled labor force, foreign 
language assistance, and cutting bureaucracy for approvals, etc.  
 

2. How would you prioritize the needs of Hawaii’s business community 
in COVID-19 response and recovery measures?  

Hawaiʻi’s business community’s needs are first and foremost the health 
and safety of their employees and customers.  The state should provide 
more assistance, like expanding the purchase of PPE and thermometer 
scanners, for small businesses wanting to reopen.  Second, businesses 



need clear timelines and guidelines for reopening.  We need to keep our 
planning processes as transparent as possible, so business owners can 
prepare accordingly.  Finally, businesses will need capital – and so we 
need to keep our emergency loan funds robust and efficient to help 
businesses stay afloat.  Relatedly, we should also consider lowering taxes 
for businesses during this time.   

3. Businesses are concerned about the lack of government 
transparency, particularly with information surrounding COVID – on 
everything from decision making on mandates to locations of COVID 
cases. What are your thoughts on government transparency 
and what improvements would you make? 

I would agree completely that transparency – at both the state and city 
levels – needs to be improved.  Here are my ideas: 

● Make more state reporting readily available online in a centralized 
database.  We could also eliminate the current charge for 
downloading data.  	

● Ensure a clear line of decision making, particular between the State 
and City and within the Department of Health.  	

● Create official social media channels to keep residents quickly 
updated. 	

● Improve mechanisms to receive and report community input on 
proposed projects through centralized online portals.  	

● Support local journalism to ensure government oversight.  We 
could provide tax breaks for struggling media companies or 
subsidize investigative journalism training.   
	

4. What are your top five legislative priorities for 2021 and do they 
include employer mandates such as an increase to minimum wage; 
paid family leave; and paid sick leave? 
 
I have five areas of focus: economic recovery, education, renewable 
energy, agriculture, and mobility – these areas do not necessarily include 
employer mandates but rather the creation of incentives for different 
industries to ensure their long-term growth.  I’ve already mentioned some 
of my plans for economic recovery that includes our short, middle and 
long-term plans.  For education, I will prioritize supporting our students 
and teachers and advocating for additional educational resources.  For 
agriculture, I will introduce legislation to promote farming practices that 
require carbon sequestration and regenerative agriculture.  For mobility, I 
will immediately advocate for the creation of a State Data Office so we can 
understand the impact of transportation data and plan the most effective 
ways we can reduce carbon emissions through our commutes.  For 



energy, I will only promote renewable energy projects in which the 
community benefit is ensured.  

5. How would you bring resolution to the Thirty Meter Telescope 
(TMT)? 

The Hawaiian community needs to be engaged throughout the planning 
process, especially given the history of mismanagement of Mauna Kea by 
the state.  So, my strategy for resolution is focused on ensuring feedback 
from our Native Hawaiian communities.  First, the State also needs to fulfill 
its agreement to decommission the five non-operational telescopes before 
any further construction occurs.  Second, a management board needs to 
be developed for Mauna Kea that is a combination of Native Hawaiians, 
community members, environmentalists, and educators.  Finally, any 
resolution should demonstrate a direct benefit given to the community by 
this telescope beyond just more research at the University of Hawaiʻi.  

	


