
UPCOMING EVENTS
CHAMBER VIRTUAL EVENTS
October 16 – Young Professionals Votes 4HI 
                      Mayoral Talk Story w/ Keith
                      Amemiya & Rick Blangiardi 
October 22 – Young Professionals  
                      Development Class - Leading  
                      Through Crisis
October 29 – Young Professionals  
                      Community Connect
October 29 – Hawaii is Hiring - Job Fair
November 6 – 170th Annual Membership   
                      Luncheon & Virtual Summit
November 17 – Hawaii is Hiring - Virtual 
                        Job Fair

Please check the Chamber’s events link at 
cochawaii.org for notices of postponement. 
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P A I D  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

We opened a branch 
of Guardian Rock in 
Honolulu this spring and 
one of the � rst things 
we did was reach out to 
the Chamber. � ey have 
been as innovative and 
helpful as ever.  � ey 
have helped us connect 
with other professionals 

and they quickly adapted to serve the business 
community in our new online world. I have 
been able to attend several of the online events 
and participate in the virtual job fair, all of 
which helped us connect with local professionals 
that I would otherwise not have met especially 
during a pandemic. We are grateful for all of 
their extraordinary e� orts to keep us connected 
and serve as the voice of business. 
JOHN BROWNING 
Principal, 
Guardian Rock Wealth Investment Management

BENEFITS OF MEMBERSHIP

Hawaii plays a critical and strategic role in 
ensuring our national security and stability 
within the Indo-Paci� c region. A clear bene� t of 
this priority and corresponding military presence 
in Hawaii is the signi� cant impact the military 
has on the local economy, jobs and business 
opportunities and how it supports innovation 
and economic diversi� cation.
The Chamber of Commerce Hawaii established 
its Military A� airs department and formed the 
Hawaii Military A� airs Council (MAC) in 
1985, to serve as the state’s liaison in matters 
related to the U.S. Military and advocate 
on behalf of Hawaii’s military as the second 
economic driver for the state. MAC members 
are comprised of state and local o�  cials, business 
leaders, nonpro� t organizations, community 
leaders and retired U.S. � ag and general o�  cers. 
Due to the pandemic, members of the MAC 
were unable to physically come together for 
its signature events and like many others, 
were faced with the challenge of adopting 
new technologies. � e MAC utilized 
video teleconferencing applications such as 
GoToWebinar and Zoom, to host meetings, 
webinars and receptions as a way to keep 
members active, engaged and informed.
� roughout the past seven months, the MAC 
hosted numerous webinars for its members 
covering topics from the Hawaii Defense Radar 
(HDR)–a critical component to our nation’s 

MILITARY’S KEY ROLE AS 
ECONOMIC DRIVER IN HAWAII

with Tyler Dillon
Executive Vice President, Layton Construction&AQ

Ask
the Expert

Q   Why are so many empty locations (hotels, o�  ces, etc.) 
pursuing renovations during the pandemic?
A   Embarking on renovations or capital improvements during 
the COVID-19 pandemic may seem counterintuitive, but for 
those who are able to, it is an ideal time to pursue such projects. 
Undergoing construction while the property remains open often 
comes with nuisances like noise and dust that are not ideal for 
guests or employees. However, closing a hotel, store or o�  ce for a 
construction project brings loss of revenue and possibly reduced 
wages for employees. Right now, when brick-and-mortar 
locations are experiencing far less foot tra�  c and many corporate 

employees work from home, it is the perfect time to pursue those 
renovations you’ve been meaning to start.  

Q   How can my company take advantage of similar construction e�  ciencies during 
the pandemic? 
A   Take a step back and revisit the goals that you had before the pandemic. Did you 
face any obstacles that have since been minimized due to COVID-19? Maybe you didn’t 
want to close your office for renovations or make customers uncomfortable with ongoing 
construction. And don’t forget about repairs and maintenance, such as elevator renovations 
or HVAC retrofitting. Those who were previously struggling to counteract the loss of 
revenue associated with capital improvements can now move forward with much fewer 
drawbacks. The first step is analyzing your goals to identify your priorities. 

TYLER DILLON
Executive Vice President
Layton Construction

∙ Leland Askew
U.S. Army

∙ Ashley Chinen
  Goodsill Anderson
∙ Catherine Chong
   Coldwell Banker Pacif ic  
   Properties
∙ Sharie  
  Higashionna-Ibarra
  Healthcare Association 
   of Hawaii

∙ Kathleen Lee
Kathleen Lee Consulting

∙ Lord Ryan Lizardo
  Chamber of Commerce 
   Hawaii
∙ Jeannine Sullivan
   Feeding Hawaii 
   Together

∙ Erin Yamauchi  

Welcome New Members
∙ Hawaii School of Dental Arts
∙ Hi'ipaka LLC (Waimea Valley)
∙ Hula's Bar & Lei Stand
∙ Kalaeloa Partners, L.P.
∙ M&R Facility Concepts
∙ Palm Bridge Trading LLC
∙ Universal Achievement
∙ Virtual Havens

Welcome New Young Professionals
defense strategy–to updates from Capitol Hill. 
Featured speakers included U.S. Senator Mazie 
Hirono; Congressman Ed Case; LTG Bryan 
Fenton, Senior Military Assistant to Secretary 
of Defense Esper; VADM Jon A. Hill, Director, 
Missile Defense Agency; and ADM John 
Aquilino, Commander, U.S. Paci� c Fleet, 
among many others.
Each May, the MAC celebrates Military 
Appreciation Month acknowledging the 
dedication and achievements of Hawaii’s 
military personnel and their families. In 
previous years, the MAC hosted a reception 
to honor Hawaii’s high school students and 
prior enlisted military members who have been 
accepted into U.S. service academies. Admission 
to these academies are highly competitive and 
students accepted demonstrate strong academic 
achievement, outstanding character and are 
committed to serving the nation. � is reception 
provided students and their families the 
opportunity to connect with each other and meet 
academy alumni. To continue this tradition, 
during these uncertain times, the MAC hosted 
two virtual receptions via Zoom for the U.S. 
Air Force Academy and U.S. Military Academy 
appointees. In addition, the MAC produced a 

congratulatory public service announcement 
for the academy appointees that aired on local 
television stations throughout the month of June. 
In late August, the MAC partnered with 
� inkTech Hawaii on their launch of a new 
series called, "Military in Hawaii" that features 
members of the military community and the 
MAC. � e 30-minute virtual talk-story episode 
is hosted by Jay Fidell and airs every other 
� ursday at 2 p.m. online at � inkTechHawaii.
com. To date, � ve episodes have aired covering 
topics such as the 75th Commemoration of the 
End of WWII, RIMPAC 2020, the economic 
impact of the military, Transition Centers in 
Hawaii’s public schools and a conversation with 
MG Suzy Vares-Lum, Mobilization Assistant 
to the Commander of U.S. Indo-Paci� c 
Command, U.S. Info-Paci� c Command. � e 
most recent episode of “Military in Hawaii” 
aired Oct. 15 and featured ADM Paul Zukunft, 
25th Commandant of the U.S. Coast Guard (Ret).
� e MAC continues to serve as an advocate 
for Hawaii’s military and the impact it has on 
our community and economy. It also strives 
to identify opportunities as well as potential 
impacts to the defense industry and Hawaii 
businesses. And in addition, the MAC actively 
monitors critical issues such as Red Hill, 
training land leases, HDR and the Paci� c 
Missile Ranger Facility.
For more information on the MAC, 
membership or upcoming virtual events, 
contact mac@hawaiimac.com.
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