
Chamber of Commerce Questionnaire 
 

NAME: Stanley Chang 
 
RACE & DISTRICT: Hawai`i State Senate District 9 
 
WHY ARE YOU RUNNING FOR ELECTED OFFICE? 
 
My desire to run for office goes back to my parents.  My parents are immigrants from China, 
and back in those days, it was possible for my dad to have one job--at UH--and buy a house, 
raise a family, put my brother and me through school.  That’s just not possible today.  The largest 
part of that is the cost of housing.  I grew up in Waialae-Kahala, where it was possible for Sen. 
Dan Inouye to buy a starter house back in the 1950s.  Even since my parents bought their house 
in 1983, prices have increased tenfold.  That’s why I’ve worked with stakeholders from across 
the spectrum, including developers, labor unions, urban planners, and government regulators, to 
develop the ALOHA Homes plan, to end Hawaii’s housing shortage once and for all.  In the 
immediate term, we have to guide the state through the pandemic.  In the longer term, we must 
address public safety, homelessness, and a growing brain drain. At both the local and statewide 
level, there is still much we need to do. 
 
Please answer the following questions (max word count: 300 per question)  

1. If elected, what would be your first priority to help Hawaii’s businesses recover 
from the COVID-19 pandemic?   

Our first priority will be to continue identifying those businesses in my district that have been 
adversely affected by the COVID-19 pandemic and ensure they are aware of those resources 
available from the county, state, and federal levels of government. It is difficult to navigate many 
of those programs already readily available, and our office has helped many businesses access 
them. 

Our second priority must be ensuring the effectiveness of social distancing and other pandemic 
response policies.  By completely ending the spread of the virus, as mainland China has done, we 
can return to normal much faster and more completely than by implementing half measures. 
 

2. How would you prioritize the needs of Hawaii’s business community in 
COVID-19 response and recovery measures?  

 
In line with the first question, I recognize that Hawai`i’s economic recovery will depend in large 
part on the recovery of its businesses. In particular, our small, local businesses are the most 
impacted by COVID-19. Already, we are seeing that a lot of them are closing, and some of them 



will not be coming back. Our economic landscape is being modified forever by COVID-19. I will 
prioritize those relief programs dedicated to strengthening our small business dedicated to 
recovering from COVID-19.  I support the Honolulu City Council’s recent resolution to offer 
rent relief to small businesses in addition to residential renters.  I support a federal level program 
to pay employee salaries and other business expenses to ensure that businesses can continue 
operations and employ workers even though sales may have declined. 
 

3. Businesses are concerned about the lack of government transparency, particularly 
with information surrounding COVID – on everything from decision making on 
mandates to locations of COVID cases. What are your thoughts on government 
transparency and what improvements would you make? 

 
I was a proponent of increased government transparency before COVID-19 brought many of our 
state government’s inefficiencies to light. Our state already has robust transparency measures, 
although we should recognize that their suspension by the Governor’s office in May only 
impeded our ability to combat COVID-19. If our state is failing to follow those laws already set 
in place, we are obligated to bring those failures to light. As a member of the legislative branch, I 
will work with my fellow legislators to hold the state’s offices accountable.  As a State Senator, I 
pledge to continue keeping my constituents updated about opportunities to submit testimony, 
legislative decisions, and public committee hearings/meetings through social media, periodic 
newsletters, and public meetings. 
 

4. What are your top five legislative priorities for 2021 and do they include 
employer mandates such as an increase to minimum wage; paid family leave; and 
paid sick leave? 

 
My top five legislative priorities for 2021 are as follows: 
 

1) Ending the housing shortage. 
2) Securing economic relief for our small businesses and residents. 
3) Increasing social safety net measures for residents affected by the pandemic and 
the economic crisis. 
4) Fostering greater public participation through automatic voter registration. 
5) Good government reforms to the legislative process. 

 
5. How would you bring resolution to the Thirty Meter Telescope (TMT)? 

Those issues surrounding the construction of TMT did not emerge overnight. Our history 
brought us to the crisis of TMT through decades of poor leadership and little consultation with 
our Native Hawaiian community. Recent protests against the construction of the TMT are an 



indication that they were marginalized as it was planned.  We need to bring Native Hawaiians 
into the decision-making process and take their concerns seriously, including reforming the 
management structure of Mauna Kea and dismantling unused telescopes. We need to work with 
the University of Hawai`i to create or expand on those organizations, committees, and agencies 
designed to bring all community stakeholders together. Constructive dialogue designed to 
produce results is what will ultimately resolve the TMT crisis. 


