
 
 
 
 
NAME:  Lynn DeCoite 
 
RACE & DISTRICT:  State House of Representative District 13 
 
WHY ARE YOU RUNNING FOR ELECTED OFFICE? 
 

I am running for office because as a business person I understand the challenges we 

face and have advocated for businesses. I have been in business for over 30 years.  I 

have achieved many accomplishments and understand that making the wrong financial 

decisions can make or break you.  I treat tax payers dollars as if they were my own and 

know that I am accountable.   I have concerns about minimum wage and can define to 

people the difference and how it impacts business and have worked with my colleagues 

who are reasonable, and also understand about businesses.   

You can find also out more about much of what I have accomplished as the 

Representative for District 13 on my website at votelynndecoite.com 

 
 
Please answer the following questions (max word count: 300 per question)  
 

1. If elected, what would be your first priority to help Hawaii’s businesses 
recover from the COVID-19 pandemic?   

Promote our local businesses, like the new DEBDT website “Buy                                            
Hawaii, Give Aloha” and use funding to have them welcome back customers 
to Hawaii businesses.  We also need do a better job educating the public 
about our local Hawaii based businesses and all of the jobs they provide and 
the contributions they make to our local economy.    
 

2. How would you prioritize the needs of Hawaii’s business community in 
COVID-19 response and recovery measures?  

 
It would entail sitting down and working with DBEDT to prioritizing the 
needs of Hawaii Business communities suffering from COVID-19.  We 



would need to see how the businesses can convert to the new not so 
normal of technology, social distancing, new health regulations as well the 
virtual aspects of their day to day operations. 

3. Businesses are concerned about the lack of government transparency, 
particularly with information surrounding COVID – on everything from 
decision making on mandates to locations of COVID cases. What are your 
thoughts on government transparency and what improvements would you 
make? 

Throughout this pandemic I have been working with DOH including our 
local Maui office to increase transparency and understanding for our 
businesses and community members.  A major hurdle was just getting the 
islands in Maui county listed separately in the daily reporting grid.  As I 
see things that need to be address I will continue to make sure there is 
transparency as we continue through this process.            

4. What are your top five legislative priorities for 2021 and do they include 
employer mandates such as an increase to minimum wage; paid family 
leave; and paid sick leave? 

As for my legislative priorities going forward I would look to strengthen 
distance learning infrastructure and the needs of our educational system. The 
needs of our health and medical community and other needs that arise from 
this covid 19 pandemic and effects on our economy. 
               A minimum wage is a starting point for entry level workers.  Workers 
should start at that wage and then once they prove themselves, they should 
be moved up to higher pay. 

Living wage is what a worker needs to make their basic needs, electric,     

mortgage, food. 

The problem is that the minimum wage instead being the starting point- it is now 

considered standard pay.   This mentality needs to change.  

I support promoting a living wage for those workers that prove themselves.  If the 

state helps with contributing to medical coverage, employers should be able to 

pay better wages to those workers that are deserving.  

As for my legislative priorities going forward I would look to strengthen distance 
learning infrastructure and the needs of our educational system. The needs of our 
health and medical community and other needs that arise from this covid 19 
pandemic and effects on our economy. 
 

5. How would you bring resolution to the Thirty Meter Telescope (TMT)? 



While the state was slow to counter misinformation about the project 
leading to the current strife now.   I also believe we need to remove the 
decommissioned ones, go smaller and not have them so big.  Also put 
measures in place that if this one is decommissioned that they are 
responsible for removing it. 

 


