
 
 
 
NAME: Donovan M. Dela Cruz 
 
RACE & DISTRICT: State Senate, District 22 
 
WHY ARE YOU RUNNING FOR ELECTED OFFICE? 
 

I am running for Elected Office to help make our State globally competitive by 
continuing to develop the state’s capacity to deliver quality education, improve & 
rebuild our infrastructure, and work towards diversifying our economy through 
education pathways, public-private partnerships, and developing a regionally specific 
and locally-driven economy via scalable pilot projects. 

 
Please answer the following questions (max word count: 300 per question) 
 

1. If elected, what would be your first priority to help Hawaii’s businesses recover 
from the COVID-19 pandemic? 
 
Continue to set the groundwork for the requisite proactive plan to open our 
economy safely and decisively. It's imperative that the State departments work 
together to develop and disseminate a proactive system, such as standardized 
protocols for re-opening based on the type of business engagement.  Businesses 
want to re-open and most are seeking guidance on how to do it safely, 
responsibility and in accordance with each of the Governor’s proclamations. 
Moreover, I will continue to push our State agencies to be responsive and act 
with urgency to make sure federal relief funds that have been appropriated for 
Hawai’i are easily accessible and that the small business community is aware of 
what is available to them to ensure they can keep their doors open and workers 
employed. 
 
I plan to continue to ensure that our local entrepreneurs are provided with the 
resources they need to sustain and expand their businesses here in Hawaii. As 
2020 Hawaii Venture Capital Association’s Startup Paradise Champion I’ve 
“consistently contributed to the success of Hawai‘i’s startup community.” As 
chairman of the Ways and Means Committee, I have secured millions in funding 
for the creation of an ag-tech center at Whitmore Village in Wahiawa and the 
First Responders Technology Campus and Cybersecurity Data Center in Mililani. 
I’ve also secured funding for the development of the Leeward Community 



College Value-Added Product Development Center in Wahiawa and the Small 
Business Innovation Research and Manufacturing Assistance programs. I will 
continue to work towards my goal of making our state globally competitive in 
growing industries, creating new pipelines for employment, and public-private 
investments. This is key to get in front of challenges like climate change, caring 
for an aging population, and “reversing the brain drain” of bright young people 
to the Mainland. 

 
2. How would you prioritize the needs of Hawaii’s business community in COVID-

19 response and recovery measures? 
 
Hawai’i was built on the backs of small businesses and they are the largest 
collective employer across the State; thus, it is critically important that we 
contain and mitigate COVID-19, so they can open their doors and commerce can 
continue.  I’m committed to pushing the Administration for more proactive and 
decisive leadership, like the sample lockdown system with clear criteria for the 
various lockdown stages that my peers and I delivered to the Governor in March. 
This would have at least given businesses a clear framework to predict the 
government’s shutdown and gradual reopening actions. As Ways & Means chair, 
I will continue to push for legislative measures that encourage economic 
diversifications, public-private partnerships, business incentives, and grants. 
Additionally, I will continue to work with business leaders and industry experts to 
stand up “educational pathways” that will provide employers with a skilled and 
workforce-ready labor pool.  
 
My peers and I have also been directing CARES Act funding to provide economic 
relief for businesses and residents. Funds were appropriated to provide, among 
other things: $100/week plus up to UI benefits starting July 31 to December 31, 
rent relief of up to $500/month or 50% of rent paid directly to the landlord 
starting August 1 to December 31, grant programs for childcare providers to 
make up lost revenue, PPEs, and meal assistance, food assistance for thousands 
of families, retraining and workforce development for unemployed individuals, 
and support to high school seniors who were adversely affected by school 
closures. 
 
I will continue to push for DBEDT and its agencies to drive the diversification of 
our economy. The legislature provided funding to DBEDT and DOA to begin 
projects that will grow the economy. The legislature also provided HTDC $15 
million in CARES funds to establish local manufacturing of PPE, cleaning supplies, 
and disinfectants.  
 

3. Businesses are concerned about the lack of government transparency, 
particularly with information surrounding COVID – on everything from decision 



making on mandates to locations of COVID cases. What are your thoughts on 
government transparency and what improvements would you make? 
 
The lack of transparency with our current Administration is concerning. As a 
result of the lack of communication and decision making, my peers and I at the 
Senate pushed for the development of the Senate Special Committee. We were 
assigned to review the prescribed plans of our departments and administration 
pertaining to the pandemic and ensure that they were complying with approved 
procedures. We also pushed for more transparency and accountability from our 
departments by televising the briefings live on ‘Olelo Ch.49. You can visit 
Midweek’s article: http://www.midweek.com/facing-pandemic-together/ to 
learn more.  
 
I would continue to call for increased transparency and accountability from the 
department and administration heads and push for efficient and effective 
communication.  
 

4. What are your top five legislative priorities for 2021 and do they include 
employer mandates such as an increase to minimum wage; paid family leave; 
and paid sick leave? 
 
My main legislative priority is practical economic diversification. I want to make 
our State globally competitive in a similar manner that we have seen in New 
Zealand when their primary economic driver collapsed. The key is setting up 
short term solutions while simultaneously laying the groundwork required to 
achieve a “new normal” for our constituents.  This includes setting up the 
groundwork needed to reopen our economy safely and decisively. Also, to create 
jobs through re-training and deployment of individuals into the new and 
emerging industries that I have been pushing for through educational pathways 
and scalable pilot projects in my district. These programs are designed to 
optimize the asset of local communities creating a network of local “specialties” 
and business opportunities. In addition to business support and incentives, we 
will need to invest in the infrastructure vital to economic diversification and 
recovery, including reducing the cost of living and developing workforce housing. 
In order to address the cost of living, we need to diversify the economy and 
ensure better-paying jobs. Investing in education and workforce development, 
creating incentives for small businesses, and investing in infrastructure is vital to 
growing jobs in agriculture, energy, commuter science and cybersecurity, health 
care, film production, and research and development. 
 
As a continuation of my Live, Learn, Work, Play initiative, and work as 
HawaiiKidsCAN 2020 Legislative Champion, I will continue to create educational 
pathways that link our children directly with local employers. This will help our 
keiki to receive a quality education that prepares them for college and the 



workforce. I’ll also continue working with Leeward Community College to 
establish a Value-Added Product Development Center in Wahiawa to help our 
students and entrepreneurs create viable and scalable local products.  
 
Finally, we must invest in large- and small-scale agriculture: Ag-tech, value-added 
centers, and regional product specialties. We import over 85% of the food we 
consume. We need to increase local production. I will continue to support 
programs that assist local farmers to access markets as well as scale up 
production for valuable export crops and value-added products. I also will 
support communities working to develop regional economic development plans. 
 

5. How would you bring resolution to the Thirty Meter Telescope (TMT)? 
 
Although I support economic diversification, Mauna Kea needs to be managed 
better. As new telescopes were built, older telescopes should have been 
decommissioned to minimize the impact on the mountain. As management of 
the mountain improves, legally authorized and permitted construction should be 
allowed. 


