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WHY ARE YOU RUNNING FOR ELECTED OFFICE? 
 
Please answer the following questions (max word count: 300 per question)  
 

1. If elected, what would be your first priority to help Hawaii’s businesses 
recover from the COVID-19 pandemic?   

We need a set of state-wide rules that make sense to control the 
pandemic, including reasonable restrictions on businesses.  We also need 
a comprehensive state-wide plan, including benchmarks, on how we are 
going to reopen the state.  I’m working with Ryan Tanaka at Kai Hawaii to 
push commercial property grants with federal COVID funds to help small 
businesses. If we’re talking purely recovery in this question (i.e. assuming 
the pandemic has already passed), my first priority will be targeting 
businesses that are on the verge of collapsing and pulling them back from 
that brink.  I believe a lot of these rely on the tourism industry.  
 

2. How would you prioritize the needs of Hawaii’s business community in 
COVID-19 response and recovery measures?  

I don’t see much of a difference.  The business community provides jobs 
to our residents.  At the start of the pandemic in March, I wanted 
assurances that businesses would be using state relief money to pay their 
workers and not pay past debts.  That time is now well-passed, and we 
are in “save as many businesses as we can” mode.  The legislature of 
course needs to balance our tax income stream with providing relief, as 
we need to pay for schools, airports, etc., but I think this is an opportune 
time for changes in how business and the government interact.  I’m open 
to ideas. 
 



3. Businesses are concerned about the lack of government transparency, 
particularly with information surrounding COVID – on everything from 
decision making on mandates to locations of COVID cases. What are your 
thoughts on government transparency and what improvements would you 
make? 

I have no idea why the information has not been public from the start.  We 
can have so much more data out there without identifying specific people 
who are sick.  The City’s sewage testing program is a great example of 
senseless government obstruction.  I support the House’s effort to make 
COVID data more available to the public.  It is dangerous not to do so. 
 

4. What are your top five legislative priorities for 2021 and do they include 
employer mandates such as an increase to minimum wage; paid family 
leave; and paid sick leave? 
 

I thought we had a pretty good compromise last session on minimum 
wage, before COVID derailed things.  I would like to see paid sick leave, 
as I do not want infected individuals coming to work and making things 
worse, but this should be within reason and with safeguards against 
abuse. 

  As for legislative priorities: 

1) Getting our agricultural industry up and running by focusing on species 
Hawaii as a competitive advantage in growing and exporting 

2) Banning flavored vaping products from Hawaii 
3) Making sure education is cut as little as possible, and trying to refocus 

our schools on workforce development 
4) Getting universal early childhood education back on track, if possible 

 

5. How would you bring resolution to the Thirty Meter Telescope (TMT)? 

At this point, I think both sides have said what they needed to say.  More 
discussions seem more like delaying tactics.  If we have the money and 
political will to go forward, astronomy is one of the few industries Hawaii 
has that we can do better than anywhere else in the world.  We need to 
use it.  I want us to do so as respectfully as possible, but never has our 
economy needed the boost more than now. 


