
 
 
 
 
NAME: Lauren Cheape Matsumoto 
 
RACE & DISTRICT: State House District 45 
 
WHY ARE YOU RUNNING FOR ELECTED OFFICE? 
 
 

Like many women legislators before me, I had an unorthodox path to a career in the 
House of Representatives. I was always inspired by the work of my grandmother, who was the 
first female Director of Agriculture in Hawaii. It was after winning Miss Hawaii in 2011 that my 
interest in public service really began to develop in tangible ways. During that year I spent a 
great deal of time working with legislators on various issues at the Capitol and in the community. 
I had the unique opportunity to see how legislation started with listening to the community, 
creating legislation for their benefit, and championing the cause on my community’s behalf. I see 
public service as an incredible opportunity to give back to the district where I was born and 
raised and where my family has resided for the past four generations. I am passionate about 
serving my community and advocating for positive change for our state. 

My deep roots in the area is why I am so dedicated to representing my community. My 
great-grandfather started Peterson’s Upland Farm in Wahiawa in 1910 as a family-run business 
supplying fresh eggs for our communities. My grandfather began working at Waialua Sugar 
Company in 1966 and stayed there until he retired. Almost every member of my immediate and 
extended family grew up in the community. I was raised in Mililani where I attended elementary, 
middle and high schools in Mililani; I got my first job in high school as a lifeguard at the 
recreation centers; and it is where I now own a home with my husband and am raising my 
children.  

It has been an honor and a privilege to serve my community in the Hawaii State 
legislature. I have been able to see firsthand how important it is to have a diverse body of 
legislators committed to working together to make laws. I have remained dedicated to my job as 
a Representative for the past eight years and I am dedicated to continue making a difference for 
the community where I was raised and where I am now raising my children.  
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
  

 
 
 
Please answer the following questions (max word count: 300 per question)  
 

1. If elected, what would be your first priority to help Hawaii’s 
businesses recover from the COVID-19 pandemic?   

 In addition to the stop-gap measures that the legislature just implemented, one of the first 
things we need to do is figure out how to re-open up our economy safely. I believe in order to 
re-open our economy we need to: ensure that COVID-19 is addressed as effectively as possible 
through increased contact tracing and testing, develop a clearly communicated short-term and 
long-term economic plan that has buy-in from various stakeholder groups, and rebuild trust in 
our government.  

Both my husband and I come from families that own small businesses, so I intimately 
understand how difficult it is to handle daily operations. Unfortunately, the communication of 
leaders has been unclear and at times contradictory to itself creating frustration and confusion 
among our communities. The uncertainty and weekly changing of the rules in emergency 
proclamations have resulted in so many of our local businesses closing. If these businesses have 
any hope of a comeback there needs to be a transparent and organized effort for necessary levels 
of contact tracing and testing. There also has to be a genuine effort to rebuild the trust of both the 
general public and the business community and have buy-in from everyone in the state. When 
talking with my constituents the general feeling is they are being dictated what to do and don't 
feel like they are being heard.  

 After reopening safely, the pandemic has starkly illustrated the need for us to diversify 
our tourism dependent economy with industries such as film, technology and agriculture. As a 
result, many of the workers will need to transition into new careers and will require training 
programs into needed areas such as the film, technology, and agriculture. If we want to ensure a 
brighter future, we need leaders with strategic vision and a plan that is clear and effective.  

 
 

2. How would you prioritize the needs of Hawaii’s business community 
in COVID-19 response and recovery measures?  
 

Reopen, Rebuild, Reimagine. First, prioritize reopening safely. Visitors must be brought 
back but in a way that is safe for local residents. Next, we start rebuilding our businesses, and 
finally reimagining and diversifying our economy to attract more businesses to the state such as 
tech, agriculture, ag tourism, and film industries. 

Although our state needs to look at long-term solutions for economic growth our business 
community needs immediate help. We must provide relief to businesses that have been forced to 
close due to government mandates and ensure there is an actual long term plan without 
unnecessary closures. The uncertainty of constantly opening and closing at a moment's notice is 



devastating for our businesses and needs to stop. Some of the ideas I’m working on include a 
general excise tax hiatus for businesses upon reopening for a period of time. We also need to 
provide liability protection for COVID-19 related claims against businesses. In other words, 
businesses who are following safety protocols should be shielded from lawsuits for COVID -19 
related issues. As businesses will be taking on extra cleaning and sanitation costs in reopening, 
the state should provide financial assistance for these necessary and burdensome expenditures. 
Also, we need to provide protection for businesses who temporarily cannot pay their rent. 
Residential tenants already enjoy this protection but commercial tenants do not. I drafted a bill to 
address this issue during special session and will continue to push for relief for our small 
businesses. These would all be temporary measures to help businesses get back on their feet. We 
also need a moratorium on any tax increases since those increase the cost of conducting business. 
In order to rebuild our economy, measures like these are vital for all of the businesses in our state 
to recover.  
 
 

3. Businesses are concerned about the lack of government 
transparency, particularly with information surrounding COVID – on 
everything from decision making on mandates to locations of COVID 
cases. What are your thoughts on government transparency 
and what improvements would you make? 

 
Communication with my constituents has always been one of my top priorities. 

Throughout this pandemic I have worked to keep my community informed on the rapidly 
changing governmental recommendations and mandates. It is critical to establish more effective 
and clear coordination and communication between government agencies and the public, most 
importantly regarding any changes in mandates relating to the COVID-19 pandemic.  

During my time in the legislature I have introduced various measures to increase 
government transparency. For example, right now each department uses different databases to 
keep track of their projects and spending. We need a uniform database system to allow state 
agencies to collaborate and share information. I introduced HB1593 this past session which 
would create a database for all state agencies to use. This way departments, legislators, and the 
public will be able to access information more quickly, work more efficiently and ultimately 
save taxpayer dollars. This will also remove barriers from interagency accountability and allow 
legislators to make data driven decisions which is important, especially when it comes to fiscal 
responsibility.  

This pandemic has increased the public’s awareness about different governmental 
agencies, the strengths and weaknesses of those in power, and the importance of staying 
informed. Public involvement and awareness is key to holding leaders accountable. As a 
legislature we need to work on keeping the public involved and informed. We need to come up 
with procedures to allow remote testimony and the like by taking advantage of what we have 
learned during this pandemic and be creative with our use of technology. We can improve 
transparency via technology, better communication, and holding those in power accountable 
when they fail in their duties. 
 



4. What are your top five legislative priorities for 2021 and do they 
include employer mandates such as an increase to minimum wage; 
paid family leave; and paid sick leave? 

 
First, addressing the high cost of living in Hawaii has been a top priority, and in light of 

COVID-19 it is more important than ever. I have introduced several bills regarding cost of 
living, for example, eliminating the General Excise Tax on food, medicine and feminie hygiene 
products which will help our families with necessities.  

Second, while we open our current economy up safely, we need to be laying the 
framework for diversifying the economy and creating support for workers to be trained in new 
industries.  

Next, due to COVID the education system in Hawaii is facing many new challenges and 
there is a desperate need for additional childcare for younger children. As a mother of two 
children under the age of 3, I understand the difficulty of finding childcare as well as the high 
cost burden of it.  

Additionally, we need to keep agricultural lands zoned for their intended use, provide tax 
incentives for farmers, and continue to promote buying local.  

The final priority is to maintain and preserve the natural environment. We must lead the 
way for clean energy solutions in order to reap the economic benefits of environmental progress 
and achieve our mission of protecting Hawai‘i’s fragile environment. 

With our record levels of unemployment and businesses closures, we must be careful not 
to saddle the drivers of our economy with additional burdens. Once our economy recovers, I do 
support a modest increase in the minimum wage phased in over a reasonable period of time. 
With distance learning, elderly family members that need assistance, and the need to stay home 
when sick, Paid Family Leave and sick leave are more important than ever. However, we have to 
make sure that it is implemented in a way that doesn’t place undue hardships on our businesses.  
 
 

5. How would you bring resolution to the Thirty Meter Telescope (TMT)? 

Watching the situation unfold surrounding Mauna Kea it is clear that there is a strong 
disconnect between the State and the public in the process for approving projects like the Thirty 
Meter Telescope. Often, community members never know that an extensive project like the TMT 
or the Kahuku windmills are in the pipeline until the period for submitting public comment or 
filing Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) lawsuits is over.  

This past legislative session I introduced a bill that would have required the State to 
overhaul its EIS website and information to make it more user friendly and ensure people could 
search for projects in their area or by topic (e.g. a user could search by “Oahu North Shore” or 
“windmills”) and allow them to sign up for email notifications so they are aware of new projects. 
This bill was moving through the legislative process until the capitol was shut down due to 
COVID-19. This is much needed legislation that I plan to introduce again next legislative 



session. A law like this would effectively give people a stronger, more proactive voice in the 
decision making during the process, instead of learning about projects after they have been 
finalized. 

I reluctantly agree that if TMT should decide it wants to continue to build in Hawaii 
instead of another location it should be allowed since it followed and adhered to the current 
process. However, this project has highlighted several things including the poor stewardship of 
Mauna Kea by the University of Hawai‘i, that the process is flawed, and that people need greater 
access to have their voices heard. 


