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CHAMBER OF COMMERCE OF HAWAII -PAC 

 

NAME:  Bennette E. Misalucha 

RACE:  Senate District 16 

WHY I AM RUNNING FOR OFFICE: I have always abided by the adage that “to whom much is given, 
much is required.”  I have been involved in Hawaii’s non-profits for more than 30 years, from chairing 
events to raise valuable resources for the organizations and the community they serve, to serving as a 
board member/leader on non-profit boards.  Amongst the boards I have been part of in the past include 
Girl Scouts of Hawaii (past Chair), Filipino Chamber of Commerce of Hawaii (Past year and currently a 
board member for the past 21 years), Chaminade University Board of Regents (board member since 2004), 
Oahu Transit Services or The Bus (board member since 2014) and the Chamber of Commerce of Hawaii 
(chaired the Affiliated Chambers and Business Organization Council for seven years).   I was also the 
Founding President of WTS-Hawaii Chapter (Women in Transportation). 

Serving others has been a lifelong calling.  As the effects of this pandemic started to ramp up this year, I 
heard the calling to help my community.  After all, I had over 30 years of career experience in television, 
banking, community engagement, development and agriculture behind me; these roles were in leadership 
positions which required me to step up in crisis situations.  I believe that our district needs a steady hand 
and a strong leadership, not just because of the unfortunate vacancy, but because of this pandemic.  I 
strongly believe I have the leadership skill-sets, the ability to collaborate with elected officials and the 
love and passion for my community to make a difference.    

My entire professional career in Hawaii has been in the private sector.  I understand and appreciate the 
contribution the Chamber of Commerce of Hawaii and its member institutions have made and continue to 
make in advancing the state’s economy and helping businesspeople thrive. I am pleased to respond to your 
questionnaire as part of ChamberPAC’s candidate endorsement process.  

1. My first priority is to advocate for a wide-ranging, intelligent reopening plan for Hawaii businesses 
within and beyond the tourism industry. I support immediate utilization of all available federal, state 
and municipal programs to provide financial relief and inject cash into the state’s economy, in the 
form of grants and loans. This is the time to put “rainy-day” funds to work to provide whatever 
assistance can be given businesses and households across the Islands.  

Note that in my own district, we are pro-actively looking for ways to help the mom and pop 
businesses who form the backbone of our community’s economy.  Here are some of the specific 
initiatives we are set to accomplish: 

a) Conduct an inventory of how COVID has impacted the district by coming up with a list of 
businesses which have closed.  This data would provide an accurate picture of the state of our district’s 
negative impact and allow us the wherewithal to plan accordingly. 

b) We are planning a virtual town hall meeting shortly in collaboration with the Chamber of 
Commerce to target the small mom and pops; to listen to their needs as well as to provide much-
needed information. 

c) We have language barriers with some of our mom and pop businesses; we intend to work with bi-
lingual access resources to bring information to them; Priorities: Vietnamese and Chinese 
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d) Create a neighbor helping neighbor program for restaurants in the district. We hope to instill a 
sense of Ohana which will encourage residents to patronize the district restaurants. 

2. The economic recovery for Hawaii is very important to me, however, we need to make sure we address 
the health and welfare of our citizens, first and foremost.  Tourism, may be the priority amongst the 
various industries.  The recovery process must begin by ensuring the safety of returning workers along 
with the hygiene and sanitation of properties, in order to restore the trust of potential visitors. It is vital 
that Hawaii residents are fully informed about all that is being done to safeguard Hawaii hotels in order 
to “buy in” to the reopening.  
 

3. I share public concern over transparency in state and county actions regarding the COVID response, 
with particular reference to the State Department of Health and its participating institutions. Back in 
March, Senate President Kouchi appointed a Special Committee on COVID-19 to review state 
departmental plans and procedures.  In concept, I am an advocate of ho’oponono amongst all key 
stakeholders. In general, I like the idea of fostering creative public-private partnerships to solve 
problems.  
 

4. Since being sworn into office in July 2020, I have been working in my District on key initiatives.  My 
priorities: 
a)  Support for small businesses on additional rent support and other needs; I believe that supporting 
small businesses builds economic resilience in our communities.  
b) Ensure digital literacy and equity, especially amongst the youth and kupunas.  
c) Ensure digital access in all public housing complexes throughout the state.  In my district, we have 
250 families from economically disadvantaged families who live in Halawa Housing who do not have 
broadband internet in their homes.  This situation has caused students to be set back in their learning.  
d) Support schools and teachers by reviewing current protocols to ensure there is alignment with 
COVID reality; Professional development for teachers on the new online methods of teaching. 
c) Support for caregivers for kupuna and keiki 
 
In the longer run, when the economy stabilizes, I would support mandates for a higher minimum wage 
and paid family leave.   
 

5. Hawaii’s leaders have been talking about diversifying the economy for 40 years and pointing to 
Astronomy as a most promising area. I am pro-science and I support construction of the Thirty Meter 
Telescope.  This is a world-class project that promises to further scientific knowledge while helping the 
state’s economy and providing extraordinary educational opportunities. I would work to strengthen the 
resolve of state and county leaders -- backed by business and community leaders -- to remove all 
obstacles to construction.  

 

Lastly, may I add that my years in the private sector as well as the years as a Board member of the Filipino 
Chamber and the Chamber of Commerce of Hawaii have provided me a solid understanding of the 
importance of the business community in shaping our economy.   Please be assured that although I cannot 
promise alignment with your group all the time, I will always keep an open mind on your issues and will 
always listen to reason.  
  


