
NAME:  MARK M NAKASHIMA 
  
RACE & DISTRICT:   
STATE REPRESENTATIVE, District 1 
  
WHY ARE YOU RUNNING FOR ELECTED OFFICE? 
 
I believe that I still have much to contribute to the state, and issues such as employee training 
program for state employees are still in need of improvement.  The issues of the pandemic have 
also demonstrated a need for employee training and leadership programs to deal effectively 
and plan for new and unfamiliar situations. 
  
Please answer the following questions (max word count: 300 per question)  
  
1. If elected, what would be your first priority to help Hawaii’s businesses recover from the 
COVID-19 pandemic?   
We will need to insure that issues with the pandemic are dealt with and minimized so that we 
are able to safely reopen the economy.  This will require leadership that dose not currently 
exist, and we will have to find a way around or through that issue. 
 
2. How would you prioritize the needs of Hawaii’s business community in COVID-19 response 
and recovery measures?  
Businesses are key to recovery and getting the economy moving is key to the 
recovery.  Allowing them to reopen will be key and part of the problem will be staying out if 
their way as they reopen. 
 
3. Businesses are concerned about the lack of government transparency, particularly with 
information surrounding COVID – on everything from decision making on mandates to locations 
of COVID cases. What are your thoughts on government transparency and what improvements 
would you make? 
The House if Representative’s is on the record pressing the. Administration. To be more open 
and transparent in sharing non HIPA information with the public and providing more 
information regarding clusters. 
 
4. What are your top five legislative priorities for 2021 and do they include employer mandates 
such as an increase to minimum wage; paid family leave; and paid sick leave? 
I believe that any legislation that would inherently increase the cost of doing business at this 
time would be adding insult to injury and would not support such moves at this time. 
My legislative priorities would include creating a more robust employee training program and 
expand it to include leadership and adapting to novel situations. 
 
5. How would you bring resolution to the Thirty Meter Telescope (TMT)? 
It would seem that many if the issues within the Native Hawaiian community are more 
appropriately served by the legislature rather than protesting a telescope on the mountain.  I 



plan to take a more aggressive role in responding to native Hawaiian issues and concerns in 
meeting the state’s trust obligations to the native Hawaiian community.: 
 


