
 
 
 
NAME: Val Okimoto 
 
RACE & DISTRICT: House District 36 
 
WHY ARE YOU RUNNING FOR ELECTED OFFICE?  
 
In 2018, I was compelled to run for office to offer my community a choice in 
representing them and be a voice for them in the State Legislature.  I was able to learn 
of the many concerns that the residents of Mililani had, at the top of that list was the 
high cost of living and affordable housing.  After being elected, I felt it necessary to 
support legislation that would address these concerns and have worked diligently to 
ensure that my votes have supported the people of Hawai’i.  
 
I am running for re-election this year because I feel I have worked hard to earn the trust 
the people of Mililani, and Hawai’i, have placed in my hands. Any bills that will overall 
negatively impact the cost of living for the people here, I oppose. Likewise, any bill that 
will provide jobs, boost our economy, and address the affordable housing crisis we have 
here, I support. This year with Covid-19, our economy has been significantly disrupted, 
paving the way for difficult budget decisions and necessary business and financial 
assistance programs. The people of Hawai’i need legislators who will serve with selfless 
integrity, accountability, and common sense, and I can give that to them. If given the 
privilege to serve for another term, I will continue to be a voice for our community in the 
State Legislature, even if it goes against popular opinion. 
 
 
Please answer the following questions (max word count: 300 per question)  
 

1. If elected, what would be your first priority to help Hawaii’s businesses 
recover from the COVID-19 pandemic?   

 
If re-elected, my priority would be to assist our local businesses in 
addressing their biggest concern, the inability to pay their monthly 
rent. In talking with owners of small businesses in my district, they 
expressed the strain that the government mandates have placed on 
their ability to cover their most considerable expense, rent. The 
Governor should impose a moratorium on commercial evictions. 
Many restaurants and small businesses were forced to close during 



the mandated shutdowns because they could not afford to pay their 
rent. The Legislature should consider proposals next session to 
provide tax relief and credits for small businesses that have 
struggled throughout the pandemic. The credits and relief should 
only apply to small companies incorporated in the State of Hawai‘i. 

 
 

2. How would you prioritize the needs of Hawaii’s business community in 
COVID-19 response and recovery measures?  
 
The government has imposed response and recovery measures on 
businesses and should provide some form of relief.  These measures 
come with additional costs which are borne by the business owner. 
The Legislature can provide credits or relief as previously 
mentioned, or require the state Department of Defense to disburse 
its PPE and supplies to help our businesses recover because social 
distancing protocols will likely remain in place in the coming 
months. 
 

3. Businesses are concerned about the lack of government transparency, 
particularly with information surrounding COVID – on everything from 
decision making on mandates to locations of COVID cases. What are your 
thoughts on government transparency and what improvements would you 
make? 
 
I completely agree and am sharing a copy of a letter I sent to 
Governor Ige expressing my concerns about the lack of government 
transparency during the pandemic.  The Governor’s refusal to 
release information directly undermines transparency.  The 
Legislature needs to review Chapter 127A (Emergency Management) 
of the HRS and make revisions that would limit the Governor’s 
authority to suspend certain chapters of the HRS, specifically, 
Chapter 92F (Uniform Information Practices Act). 
 

4. What are your top five legislative priorities for 2021 and do they include 
employer mandates such as an increase to minimum wage; paid family 
leave; and paid sick leave? 
 
1. At this time I vehemently oppose a minimum wage increase while 
our small businesses recover financially.  A wage increase will likely 
be the final nail in the coffin for many local businesses. If the 
legislature is dead set on raising the minimum wage I will strongly 
advocate for a tax credit relief to offset the financial burden, as I did 
during this past 2020 legislative session.  
 



2. Tax credits/relief for small businesses, and for teachers due to the 
pandemic to offset the cost of any personal PPE purchases. 
 
3. Crafting a balanced budget without gutting critical government 
services. 
 
4. The closure of so many of our local shops and restaurants will 
dramatically change the tourist experience here in Hawaii. I will work 
diligently to explore and find new and productive ways to diversify 
our economy within tourism and bring our jobs back home. One 
approach I am interested in looking into would include more 
emphasis on an “experience” based system that utilizes our natural 
resources healthily and sustainably, such as user fees for our parks 
and trails. This can be one method to successfully bring tourism 
back to hawaii and ultimately jobs.  

 
5. As a working mom myself, I understand the demands placed on 
parents and would agree with the intentions of a paid family leave. 
However, as a legislator who is very concerned with our current 
financial crisis and impending debt, I strongly OPPOSE another 
unfunded entitlement that expands over time and threatens Hawaii's 
fiscal future. The program would have to somehow meet the needs 
with as little cost, burden, and disruption as possible. I would be 
cautious of a one-size-fits-all program as it simply cannot achieve 
this. Not only would it crowd out existing programs, shifting private 
costs to taxpayers, but, like other government entitlements and 
family leave programs, its costs would balloon over time, and it 
would redistribute resources from low-income workers to middle- 
and higher-income workers.  
 

5. How would you bring resolution to the Thirty Meter Telescope (TMT)? 

I respect our Native Hawaiian communities' people and culture and 
believe there are productive and meaningful opportunities for them 
and our islands through TMT. I support the TMT's construction and 
the opportunities it provides for education and jobs for our 
residents. The state needs to ensure compliance with the 
Comprehensive Management Plan. The current management 
structure on Mauna Kea has lost many people's faith and trust 
throughout our community. With the recent shutdowns and freezes 
on negotiations on Mauna Kea, we have the opportunity to bring the 
Kia'i and the TMT management back to the table and continue to 
move forward. 

 


