
 
 
 
 
NAME: Jackson Sayama 
 
RACE & DISTRICT: Hawaii State House District 20 
 
WHY ARE YOU RUNNING FOR ELECTED OFFICE? 
 
Please answer the following questions (max word count: 300 per question)  
 

1. If elected, what would be your first priority to help Hawaii’s businesses 
recover from the COVID-19 pandemic?   

Hawaii’s economic crisis must be addressed by managing the public 
health crisis of COVID-19. The State must establish and maintain a 
comprehensive contact tracing system to ensure Hawai’i can open its 
economy to residents and visitors safely. The safe and expedient 
reopening of Hawaii’s tourism industry will be critical to the state’s 
economic recovery. While it is difficult to anticipate the situation of 
COVID-19 in 2021, I will work tirelessly to ensure that Hawai’i is ready to 
reopen its local businesses to tourism. 
 

2. How would you prioritize the needs of Hawaii’s business community in 
COVID-19 response and recovery measures?  
 
To ensure the survival of local businesses, I would appropriate necessary 
resources to ensure a robust system to track, trace, and test residents and 
visitors. Maintaining an effective contact tracing system will be critical to a 
safe and expedient reopening for Hawaii’s economy. Once the State has 
addressed the public health crisis, it can dedicate resources to relief 
programs that reimburse businesses for expenses incurred during the 
pandemic. As District 20’s representative, I would consult with businesses 
in the Kaimuki Business District to better understand and serve local 
businesses.  
 

3. Businesses are concerned about the lack of government transparency, 
particularly with information surrounding COVID – on everything from 
decision making on mandates to locations of COVID cases. What are your 



thoughts on government transparency and what improvements would you 
make? 
 
Transparency is fundamental to holding our government accountable and 
gaining the trust of the public. However, information given without context 
or guidance can lead to anxiety and panic rather than provide clarity. I do 
not agree with the suspension of the Sunshine Law nor do I believe that 
the State has adequately provided information regarding its capacity to 
contact trace active COVID-19 cases. However, I do believe that 
information, during a public health crisis, should be released to the public 
deliberately and carefully to reduce public panic and misunderstanding. 
 

4. What are your top five legislative priorities for 2021 and do they include 
employer mandates such as an increase to minimum wage; paid family 
leave; and paid sick leave? 
 
My top five priorities are as follows: 1) Establish and maintain a robust 
contact tracing system, 2) Ensure the safe and effective reopening of 
schools and businesses, 3) Build community centered solutions for 
houselessness, 4) Strengthen enforcement of illegal residential 
developments, and 5) Work with local care homes and neighborhood 
security watches to ensure quality care for kupuna during the pandemic. 
As of now, none of my priorities include employer mandates.  
 

5. How would you bring resolution to the Thirty Meter Telescope (TMT)? 

The State of Hawaiʻi was founded upon the illegal annexation of the 
Hawaiian Kingdom. While this original sin and subsequent inequalities felt 
by the Native Hawaiian community must be addressed, TMT is also the 
kind of innovative project Hawaiʻi needs to attract local talent, to elevate 
its standing in the global scientific community, and to bring millions of 
dollars in investment into the local economy. Before TMT can proceed, 
however, the State must prove it is serious at addressing Native Hawaiian 
concerns with a sign of good faith. The University of Hawaii must 
decommission five existing telescopes and restructure its management to 
respect the sacred land and include input from the Native Hawaiian 
community. Whether it’s TMT or other development projects, Hawaiʻi must 
coordinate closely with local stakeholders to ensure transparency and 
accommodate community concerns. 

 

 


