
 
 
 
 
NAME: Ryan Yamane 
 
RACE & DISTRICT: State House #37 
 
WHY ARE YOU RUNNING FOR ELECTED OFFICE? 
 
Seeking re-election to continue my public service with working on the behalf of the 
people of Hawaii.  As a State Representative, I have worked with the Chamber for over 
16 years, advocating for business and building a strong partnership between B2B, 
governmental oversights and advocating for greater opportunities.  As a social worker, it 
has been a priority to provide opportunities for our people to have a strong and vibrant 
economy. 
 
As a Representative, I have supported the Chamber by attending their MAC trips to 
promote Hawaii’s unique advantage to our Military.  Our partnership has resulted in very 
little negative impacts during the BRAC discussions and we have successfully 
increased the amount of work done at PHSY. 
 
 
Please answer the following questions (max word count: 300 per question)  
 

1. If elected, what would be your first priority to help Hawaii’s businesses 
recover from the COVID-19 pandemic?   

If elected my priority is to support a quick recovery from this pandemic by 
reducing the burden placed on businesses.  We need to provide businesses 
stability and additional opportunity to get their business back up and running 
so that they can hire employees and attract their customer base back.  This 
can be done with incentives and free local, national and global marketing.  
We need to place a priority on making sure businesses can prioritize their 
payments, get their goods in with a low costs and reducing unnecessary 
restrictions. 
 

2. How would you prioritize the needs of Hawaii’s business community in 
COVID-19 response and recovery measures?  



Public safety is paramount, which to me include businesses.  We need to 
quickly support safety so consumer confidence will return and going out is no 
discouraged.  Businesses had to modify their models of delivery, so let use 
that to encourage patronage to those local places and market that these 
places are considered low risk.  Businesses need to have the confidence that 
Government will not just close the economy down without support and 
insurance to recover potential loses. Some priorities that can be explored is to 
expand the health inspection so that more businesses can be inspected 
quickly so that they can be promoted as being safe and accessible.  Other 
options include the development of a tax holiday, where business do not nee 
to pay the GET. 
 

3. Businesses are concerned about the lack of government transparency, 
particularly with information surrounding COVID – on everything from 
decision making on mandates to locations of COVID cases. What are your 
thoughts on government transparency and what improvements would you 
make? 

This pandemic has exposed the fractured leadership with the Administration.  
We need to hold all Departments responsible to provide access points for 
information and that proper planning is done so that people can have 
adequate time to prepare and respond to a health emergency.  There where 
not established lines of communication, which only added to the anger and 
cost placed on local businesses.  Improvement should have been established 
that included a single point of contact to get accurate information on business 
planning and preparations that would be acceptable to Department of Health. 
 

4. What are your top five legislative priorities for 2021 and do they include 
employer mandates such as an increase to minimum wage; paid family 
leave; and paid sick leave? 

If I have the honor of returning, I would make the economy a priority.  This 
would be to allow a quicker opening and reduce the permitting processes of 
some businesses.  I would also look and re-structuring this health response to 
require business sustainability as part of the conditions in future responses 
and require that economic factors have to be included in future planning.   
Those priorities are very difficult and would result in lost positions, the 
discussion should be moving away from additional benefits to have more be 
employed. 
 

5. How would you bring resolution to the Thirty Meter Telescope (TMT)? 



TMT is a very emotional issue and as the Hawaiian Affairs Chairman we have 
dealt with cultural sensitivity.  I am a supporter and even visited the site this 
year, without causing any press or conflict.  For some this issue can’t be 
resolved, however there are many who are frustrated with the lack of 
Hawaiian support, who I believe want the best for their people and are 
supporting the movement because of the anger they feel about the past.  
Issue like these can be address with a culturally sensitive Hooponopono with 
decision makers and Kupuna who are committed to moving forward without 
being stuck in the past. 

 


