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Points of Discussion for Today

 What Are the Chamber’s Goals and Objectives?

 Chamber’s Legislative Priorities for 2021

 Provide Background on Hawaii’s Legislative Process

 The Importance of Getting Involved

 How can I get involved?



What are the Chamber’s Goals and Objectives?

 Working to Improve the business climate and help to build a 

stronger and healthier economy

 Become a trusted source for the business community, legislators, 

media, and other organizations.

 Working to provide value to our members through empowerment 

and access.



Overview of Hawaii State Legislature

 The Hawaii State Legislature is made up of 76 members. There are a total 

of 51 members in the State House, and 25 members in the State Senate.

 Session begins annually on the third Wednesday in January and lasts for 60 

legislative days, and usually ends in early May.

 The current Senate President is Senator Ronald Kouchi, who represents 

Senate District 8 – Kauai and Niihau.

 The current House Speaker is Representative Scott Saiki, who represents 

House District 26 – McCully, Kaheka, Kakaako, and Downtown Honolulu.



2021 Hawaii Legislative Session Pulse

 Continuing impacts of COVID-19 will be front and center for 
discussion.

 Honolulu Mayor Rick Blangiardi succeeds former Mayor Kirk 
Caldwell

 President Biden begins his administration with a Democratic 
controlled Congress.

 Some key issues expected to be addressed this session:

 Addressing the ongoing Budget Shortfall due to COVID-19 impacts

 Unemployment tax rate for businesses set to increase in 2021.

 Potential push for tax increases and minimum wage increase.



How COVID has Changed the 2021 Session

 The State Capitol will remain closed until further notice.

 Hearings and Floor Sessions will be livestreamed via YouTube. Selected 

committee hearings and floor sessions will also be broadcasted on certain 

channels of Olelo.

 House and Senate Committees will be accepting written and remote 

testimony via Zoom.

 Written testimony will be required to be submitted in order to also testify 

remotely.

 In the Senate, you must submit your request for videoconference testimony at 

least 24 hours prior to the start of the hearing. In the House, submissions at 

least 24 hours prior is strongly encouraged.

 Members will more than likely prefer to meet via Zoom or other remote 

applications.



Important Legislative Dates/Deadlines to Know

 January 20th – Opening Day

 January 27th – Last day to introduce bills

 February 11th – Triple Referral Filing Deadline

 February 19th – First Lateral Deadline

 March 5th – First Decking Deadline

 March 11th – First Crossover

 March 15th – Budget Decking

 March 17th – Budget Crossover



Important Legislative Dates/Deadlines to Know

 March 18th – Triple Referral Filing Deadline

 March 25th – Second Lateral Deadline

 April 9th – Second Decking

 April 15th – Second Crossover

 April 15th to 23rd – Conference Committee Period

 April 23rd – Final Decking Deadline

 April 29th – Adjournment Sine Die





What is a Conference Committee?
 If the originating Chamber agrees with the version produced by the opposite Chamber, the 

bill is then enrolled to the Governor who can then sign, veto, or let it pass without a 
signature.

 If the originating Chamber disagrees with the version produced by the opposite Chamber, 
Conference Committees are formed to further discuss and work out the differences between 
the two Chambers.

 Hearings are scheduled, but no public testimony is allowed in Conference Committee Meetings.

 Conferees are Chairs of the respective committees of jurisdiction and other selected members from 
those committees.

 Only Chairs of the Conference Committees can negotiate on bills.

 If there’s no compromise – The bill is deferred.

 If there is a compromise – The House and Senate will then vote on a final conference draft of 
the bill.

 Final bill, if passed by both Chambers would then head to the Governor for his signature into 
law.





Why it’s Important to Get Involved



How to Get Involved

 Get to know your legislators

 Schedule an introductory meeting with your local representative and senator.

 Let them know if you are a constituent

 Be courteous to the staff in the office and build relationships with them as well.

 Be specific on your asks and solutions to legislative proposals.

 Always tell the truth.

 Emails are not necessarily as effective as a meeting, but if sent:

 Keep it short

 Don’t send out mass emails to multiple members, make them personalized



How to Stay Involved

 Sign-up for hearing notices

 Submit Testimony

 www.capitol.Hawaii.gov

 Chamber of Commerce Hawaii Action Alerts

 Testify in a committee hearing

 Volunteer on a Political Campaign

 Electronic Voice of Business Newsletter

http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/


Ways to stay connected



What it All Comes Down to

 Your voice contributes to change. The stronger the 
voice from business, the more attention and 
importance brought to issues.

 Neighbor Island voices are just as important and 
listened to. Remote testimony allows these voices to be 
amplified this session.

 Always assume that your testimony is the one that will 
tip the scales.

 Trust, Access, Relationships - they aren’t built overnight



Helpful Information

 Chamber’s Business Advocacy Department

 Sherry Menor-McNamara (smenor-mcnamara@cochawaii.org)

 808-380-2609

 Dan Kouchi (dkouchi@cochawaii.org)

 808-380-2617

mailto:smenor-mcnamara@cochawaii.org
mailto:dkouchi@cochawaii.org


Mahalo for your time!

Hope to see and hear your voices at the 

Capitol this session


