
UPCOMING EVENTS

CHAMBER VIRTUAL EVENTS
September 24 – Young Professionals 
                      Professional Development Class 

September 24 – COVID-19 Webinar: Getting 
                      Back to Business, Safely
                        Your Employee Tested Positive for   
                        COVID-19. What do you do?

September 29 – FocusON: Modern Workplaces

October 02 – Young Professionals Sip & 
                      Socialize YP Awards

October 16 – Young Professionals Votes 4HI 
                      Mayoral Talk Story with Keith 
                     Amemiya and Rick Blangiardi

October 29 – Hawaii Is Hiring - Job Fair

Please check the Chamber’s event link at 
cochawaii.org or call (808) 545-4300 for 
notices of postponement or restrictions.
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VOICE
O F  B U S I N E S S

P A I D  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

� e Chamber has given 
me the opportunity to 
network at a higher 
capacity. I am thankful 
for the skills the Young 
Professionals program 
has provided me as 
I was able to reach 
outside of my norm as 

Chair of Membership. As I grow in my new 
position as Marketing Director at American 
Carpet One, I know I will have the 
Chamber as a resource. American Carpet 
and I are truly grateful for being part of the 
Chamber.
NIKKI NAKAMURA
Marketing Director, American Carpet One

BENEFITS OF MEMBERSHIP

� e intent of the 
federal Paycheck 
Protection 
Program was to 
provide temporary 
� nancial assistance 
to businesses to 
o� set losses from 
the impact of 
COVID-19 on the 
economy. Similarly, 
the state needs to 

develop our own program to save small 
and local businesses from our economy's 
rapid downward spiral.
We believe the immediate recovery will 
take Personal Responsibility, Plans, 
Policies and Partnerships. 
Personal Responsibility: As stated by 
the U.S. Surgeon General, we must follow 
the 3 W's: Wear your mask, Watch your 
distance and Wash your hands. Simple, 
but powerful actions to save our economy, 
businesses, jobs and the livelihood of 
our families. We must all do our part to 
control the pandemic. 
Plans: We must have a solid, 
comprehensive roadmap to reopen 
our economy, which includes plans for 
tourism and other industries, as well as 
stabilization plans when situations such 
as another blanket or targeted shutdown 
occurs, and a concrete communications 

4 P's FOR A BOLDER AND BRIGHTER 
PATH FORWARD FOR HAWAII

with Robert Ruggieri, MD
Medical Director, Queen's Island Urgent Care&AQ

Ask
the Expert

Q   How do I keep my workplace safe from COVID-19?
A   Physical distancing, face coverings and encouraging 
employees to stay home when sick are the best ways to keep 
your sta�  and customers safe. Automated temperature 
screening, regular cleaning and availability of hand 
sanitizer are also important. Breakroom and carpool 
etiquette is also important to avoid prolonged close contact 
with coworkers without proper face covering.  
Q   What about testing everyone regularly?
A   Since Hawaii does not currently have an unlimited 

supply of tests, we recommend judicious testing. Queen’s Island Urgent Care (QIUC) 
o� ers “return-to-work” testing of (asymptomatic) employees for those companies that 
want extra con� dence in assuring a safe workplace. 
Q   Does QIUC o� er antibody testing?
A   QIUC does not recommend antibody testing unless required by destination 
government or job, and we may ask for documents to verify this. Antibody testing does 
not indicate whether you currently have an infection,nor whether you are contagious, 
nor does it indicate immunity. 
Q   What about COVID testing after exposure to someone with COVID?
A   We do not recommend random post-exposure testing. The test may be (false) 
negative until you start to develop symptoms. In addition, even if negative, you still 
must quarantine as it may take up to 14 days before you become sick or contagious after 
exposure. 
Q   Is a COVID visit or test for work covered by insurance?
A   No. COVID screening and testing for work is not covered by insurance. If you 
believe you have COVID symptoms and would like to be evaluated, you should call the 
Queen’s COVID-19 Infoline at 808-691-2619 or go to any QIUC clinic.

Queen’s Island Urgent Care’s newest clinic is now open at 1215 Hunakai Street in Kahala! Visit 
www.queens.org/services/queens-island-urgent-care/home for more info. 

ROBERT RUGGIERI, MD
Medical Director, Queen's Island Urgent Care

∙ Taylor  Goucher
Connext Global Solutions

∙ Griff  Jurgens
  Blue Planet Foundation

∙ Danielle Sturkie
   Regus
∙ Monica Quehl
  Aging with Aloha

Welcome New Members
∙ Dippin' Dots Hawaii
∙ Garretson Enterprises
∙ Ohana COVID Testing
∙ Success Advertising Hawaii

Welcome New Young Professionals
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ORIGINAL

Sherry Menor McNamara, 
President & CEO

SAVE THE DATE: NOV 6

170th Annual Membership 
Luncheon & Virtual Summit
with Special Keynote Speaker:

Peter Schwartz
SVP for Strategic Planning 
& Chief Futures Off icer
Salesforce

plan to inform the public what stage 
we are in and what we need to know to 
prevent another shutdown.
Policies: We must urgently implement 
initiatives that will provide � nancial 
relief, whether through grants or loans 
to businesses and individuals, assistance 
for our ALICE population, policies to 
immediately inject cash into the economy, 
resources to help local companies to 
survive, sustain and grow their operations 
in the current environment and the path 
forward, or expeditious spending of the 
CARES monies to reach our communities 
and households in a meaningful way.
Partnerships: To climb out of this 
devastating hole we are in, it will take 
partnerships, including public-private, 
stakeholder-to-stakeholder and other 
creative partnerships. For example, 
in support of local businesses, we've 
partnered with Hawaiiverse.com, a 
local platform that has quickly grown 
to become one of Hawaii's largest 
communities of coupons and giveaways 
o� ered by local businesses that is a 100 
percent free service for businesses and 
users. Businesses interested in signing up 
can visit Hawaiiverse.com.
The 4 P's will take a committed e� ort for 
everyone to be "all-in," and do our part in 
rebuilding, reinventing and reinvesting, 
for a bolder and brighter path forward for 
Hawaii.


