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Legislative 
Priorities for 2024

The Importance of 
Getting Involved
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Involved? 

Resources



Chamber’s 
Goals and 
Objectives 

Unify the business community as one voice to 
make a bigger impact

Protect businesses from harmful bills

Promote policies that improve Hawaii’s economic 
competitiveness and build financial resiliency







Hot Issues this Session

 Maui’s Recovery

 Recreational Marijuana Legalization

 Mandatory Family/Sick Leave

 Cost of Living Reduction Strategies

 Affordable Housing 

 Workforce Development and Retention

 Expanding Access to Childcare

 “Green Fee” – charging tourists fee for 

entering Hawaii



Hawaii State Legislature 

➢Hawaii State Capital Building is 
open to the public

➢76 members

➢51 members in the State House

➢25 members in the State Senate

➢“Session” begins annually on the 
third Wednesday in January and 
lasts until May

FIND YOUR 
LEGISLATORS



Hawaii State Legislature 

= two chambers

Senate
House of 

Representatives

State Senators (25)
State Representatives 

(51)

4-year terms 2-year terms



re·sources
/ˈrēˌsôrs,rəˈsôrs/
noun
plural noun: resources

provide (a person or organization) with 
materials, money, staff, and other assets 
necessary for effective operation.



https://lrb.hawaii.gov/par/



capitol.hawaii.gov

http://capitol.hawaii.gov/


leg·is·la·tion
/ˌlejəˈslāSHən/
noun
1.laws, considered collectively.

https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=598456706&rlz=1C1ONGR_enUS1051US1051&q=collectively&si=AKbGX_rEkSHdR9ulIQYeh6xSG1UBrCdLQbvt-ZxbCCBbAMbHbYX-wsDBfyaNxHCwZ2a1gI4L6N090vYtLg0HKeXPlN0gQNh9gLl-_y3qx2HQhRUQ4e5vrco%3D&expnd=1




Anatomy of a Bill

• 1. Bill Number 

• 2. Title – “A Bill for an Act 

Relating to…”

• 3. Bill Sections

• 4. Second to Last Section

• 5. Last Section - Effective 

Date



How a Bill Becomes A Law

Introduced by a 

Legislator

Pass All the Committees It 

Is Referred To

Pass Three Votes 

(“Readings”) in Both the 

House and Senate Chambers

Have the Senate and House 

Agree On The Exact Wording

Be signed or 

allowed to 

become law or 

vetoed by the 

Governor 

Senate and House 

successfully 

override the 

Governor’s veto

OR



Committees & the 
Public Hearing Process 



Life of a Bill



ad·vo·ca·cy
/ˈadvəkəsē/
noun
1.public support for or 
recommendation of a particular 
cause or policy.



Advocate for your bill!

• Submit Testimony – written or oral (in-

person or remote)

• Offer your view on why the bill should 

become law (or shouldn’t)

• Submit written testimony by the 

deadline

• Get others to testify, too



Testimony Essentials

Bill number

Your name

Are you for or against the bill?

Offering changes/comments?

Why?

Your name and contact info





Use the web form to submit testimony…

And to request the opportunity to provide

remote oral testimony via Zoom



Remote Testimony Tips

✓ Keep "chat" panel open -- this is how legislative staff will 
communicate with you.

✓ Mute your microphone and keep your video stopped, unless it 
is your turn to testify.

✓ When the Chair calls on you, unmute your microphone,

✓ If you do not respond you may not be able to testify.

✓ Members can ask questions of testifiers 



Oral Testimony Tips

 “Aloha Chair ___, Vice Chair ___ and 
members of the committee mahalo for the 
opportunity to testify today…” is a great 
way to start.  

 Short and simple (may be a time limit)

 Introduce yourself and the group or organization 
(if any) you represent.

 Clearly state your position – in favor? Opposed? 
Alternatives?

 Be courteous, respectful, and professional



Remember…

✓ You don’t have to be an expert

✓ Stories are great

✓ Use your own words

✓ Keep it short

If you don’t know and answer, tell them 
you will find out AND get back to them 



Why Get Involved

 Strength in numbers

 Make a difference

 Become a trusted expert

“A lot of us don’t have familiarity in every area we might have to vote on or 

have to work on so you need that perspective from the people that will be 

impacted by the legislation.”

- Rosalyn Baker, State Senator and Chair of the Senate Commerce and Consumer 

Protection Committee.



Decision Making 
After the committee receives testimony on all bills on the 
hearing notice, they recess for decision-making

During the decision-making process, the chair and members 
discuss how they want to proceed

The chair will gavel the hearing back to order and make 
recommendations on what to do with the pending legislation



The Committee may….

• Vote to pass the bill without changes 
(unamended or “as is”)

• Vote to pass the bill with changes 
(amended)

• Not a vote! Defer or hold the bill

• If they don’t set a date for decision 
making, it may not get voted on at all 
(it will then die in committee)



The bill is given a new draft number…

It keeps the same bill number 

(SB1, for example), but  

a new draft number is added to it





Deadlines to Watch 

• Triple Referral Filing (Bills) – All bills referred to three 

or more committees must have their first committee file 

their committee report so that they can be in their 

second-to-last committee by the following day

• First Lateral Deadline – All bills referred to more than 

one committee must move to their final committee in 

the originating chamber by this day 

• First Decking – Deadline for bills to emerge from all 

committees (with committee reports filed) and be 

submitted to the clerk of the originating chamber. 



Second Reading 
• If a bill is reported out of if its first committee, it goes to 

the floor – either for Second Reading (its second vote 

before the entire chamber) OR to have its committee 

report accepted and to be sent on to its next committee 

• It’s not set in stone as to when Second Reading occurs 



If your bill moves forward, DO IT ALL 

OVER AGAIN

 Ask to have your bill heard at the next committee

 Offer testimony at the next committee

 AND REPEAT AS NECESSARY



Third 

Reading 
• Once the bill is heard by all of its 

committees, the bill is back on 

the floor for the last of the three 

required votes for the bill to 

move through the chamber 



First Crossover

House bills go through the Senate

Senate bills go through the House

• Note that the deadlines for the bills in their non-

originating chamber are labeled as “Second” 

o Second Lateral, Second Decking, and Second Crossover 



Second Crossover

• If a bill passes the non-originating chamber WITHOUT 

changes, it goes back to its originating chamber and is 

transmitted from there to the Governor 

• If AMENDED by the non-originating chamber, it goes back 

to the originating chamber where that chamber will have 

an opportunity to either approve of the amendments or 

disagree with the changes



Conference Committees

• Members meet to resolve disagreements about surviving 

bills by the Final Decking deadlines

• If they reach an agreement on the final version of the bill, 

they will publish a Conference Draft version

• Bill goes before the full House and Senate for one last 

vote 



Governor’s 

Office 

 Signs the bill = becomes law

 Vetoes the bill = dead unless 
Legislature overrides the 
veto by 2/3 vote in each 
chamber 

Governor neither signs nor 
vetoes = becomes law 
without signature 



Enacted Bills

• Once a bill becomes 

enacted, it becomes an 

Act of law with a number

• Permanent laws end up 

in the Hawaii Revised 

Statutes (HRS)



Biennium 2024
• When a bill dies during session, in the first year of the two-year 

biennium (2023), the bills carry over to the second year when 
they can be acted upon. 

• They can be revived from right where they were at the close of 
the first year’s session 

• At the end of the second year (2024) all bills that haven’t 
passed out of the legislature are dead 

• We then have new elections, and a brand-new biennium starts 
up in the odd-numbered year 



JOIN the Chamber of Commerce Hawaii 

Policy Committees to receive:

• Legislative Updates
• Action Alerts
• Sample Testimonies
• Experienced Advice
• Power in Numbers 



Eliza Talbot, VP Business Advocacy and Community 

Relations

 etalbot@cochawaii.org

Nadia Garcia, Manager Government Affairs 

ngarcia@cochawaii.org

mailto:etalbot@cochawaii.org
mailto:ngarcia@cochawaii.org


Mahalo!
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