
 

 

Program Agenda  
Future Focus: Medical Research, Cybersecurity & More 

October 5-6, 2016 
Hilton Hawaiian Village Waikiki Beach Resort 

 
WEDNESDAY, October 5 
 
Registration & Breakfast | 7:30 – 8:15  
 
Opening General Session | 8:30 – 10:45 | Coral Ballroom IV and V 
 
Welcome | 8:30 

 Dan Meisenzahl, University of Hawai‘i, emcee 
 
Welcome remarks| 8:35 

 Richard Wacker, President & CEO, American Savings Bank  
 
Opening Discussion | 8:40  
The State of Innovation in Hawai‘i  

 ADM Harry B. Harris, Jr., Commander, U.S. Pacific Command 
 David Ige, Governor, State of Hawai‘i 
 David Lassner, President, University of Hawai‘i 
 Senator Jill Tokuda, Senate Ways and Means Committee Chair  
 Moderator:  Jan Sullivan, Chair, University of Hawai'i Board of Regents  

 
Innovation Video | 9:20  
   
Keynote introduction | 9:25 

 Randall Cieslak, Chief Information Officer for Command, Control Communications and Cyber 
Directorate, U.S. Pacific Command 

 
Keynote | 9:30 
Building Better Partnerships to Secure Our Future 

 Major General (Ret) Brett Williams, President of Operations and Training, IronNet Security; 
former Operations Director, U.S. Cyber Command 

 
MORNING POOLSIDE CHATS 
Poolside Chat | 9:45   
Partnerships Key to Protecting Critical Infrastructure 

 Nelson Kanemoto, President and CEO,Referentia  
 Connie Lau, President and CEO, Hawaiian Electric Industries  
 MG (Ret.) Brett Williams, IronNet Security 
 NSA Representative (invited) 



 

 

 Moderator: Randy Cieslak, USPACOM 
 
Break | 10:20 -10:30 am  
 
Keynote introduction | 10:30 

 Art Ushijima, President and CEO, Queen’s Health Systems 
 
Keynote | 10:35 
Photonics. The Key Enabling Technology -- Beyond the Preconceived Knowledge  

 Akira Hiruma, President and CEO, Hamamatsu Photonics KK 
 
Poolside Chat | 10:50 
Cooperative Scientific Research in International Joint Ventures 

 Andrea Fleig, President and CEO, CyThera Pharmaceuticals 
 Hideo Tsukada, Hamamatsu Photonics KK 
 Jeffrey Yu, President and CEO, KinetiCor  
 Moderator: Art Ushijima, Queen’s Health Systems 

 
CONCURRENT SESSIONS |11:35 – 12:35 
Health Data Security Workshop |  

 Scott Fujieda, Vice President, Healthcare Solutions, DataHouse 
 Alan Ito, Chief Information Security Office, Hawai‘i Pacific Health 
 Al Ogata, Assistant Vice-President, Facilities & Security Services, Privacy and Security Officer 

Chief Information Security Officer,  HMSA 
 MG (ret.) Brett Williams, IronNet Security  
 Moderator:  Garrett Yoshimi, Vice President and CIO, University of Hawai‘i 

 
NSA Workshop |  
Doing business with NSA in Research, Technology Transfer and Business Partnerships 

 Alexis Henderson Director of Business Development & Marketing, NSA 
 Tim Nader, Deputy Chief, NSA/CSS Pacific (invited) 
 Jessica Schmidt, Outreach Advocate, NSA 
 Moderator: Judith Emmel, Associate Director for State, Local & Community Relations, NSA 

 
Tech Entrepreneurs Workshop |  
Best Advice Ever Given or Received  

 Will Alameida, Chief Operating Officer, KinetiCor 
 Ian Kitajima, Director of Business Development, Oceanit  
 Anton Krucky, Co-Founder, Tissue Genesis, Inc.  
 Moderator: Omar Sultan, Managing Partner, Sultan Ventures 

 
Lunch: 12:45-1:50 | Coral IV and V 



 

 

 
Video: Hanuoloa ECMO Program of Hawai‘i | 12:50  
 
Keynote introduction | 12:55 

 Ray Vara, President and CEO, Hawai‘i Pacific Health  
 
Lunch Keynote | 1:00  
Department of Defense – Leading in Health Research and Innovation 

 VADM Raquel C. Bono, Director, Defense Health Agency 
  
Lunch Poolside Chat | 1:15 
Working Together for a Healthier Community 

 VADM Raquel Bono 
 Jerris Hedges, Dean, John A. Burns School of Medicine, UH Mānoa 
 Paul Komeiji, CEO, Kuhana (invited) 
 Reese Omizo, M.D., VA Pacific Islands Health Care System 
 Moderator: Ray Vara, Hawai‘i Pacific Health 

 
Break | 1:50 – 2:00 
 
Afternoon General Session | 1:50 – 3:15 | Coral IV and V 
 
Message from Vice President Joseph Biden on the Moonshot Initiative | 2:00 

 Read by Ms. Sami Takai, Widow of the late Congressman Mark Takai" 
 
Introduction and Welcome of New UH Cancer Center Director| 2:05 

 David Lassner, President, University of Hawai‘i 
 
Address from the University of Hawai‘i Cancer Center | 2:10 

 Dr. Randall Holcombe, UH Cancer Center Director  
 
Keynote introduction | 2:20 

 Dan Meisenzahl, University of Hawai‘i 
 

Keynote | 2:25 
Social Engineering and the Human Element in Cybersecurity 

 Scott Spiker, Global Business Development, Unisys Security Cloud 
 
Poolside Chat | 2:40 
Intersection of Healthcare and Cybersecurity   

 Keone Kali, former State CIO and Director of IT/CIO for Maui Medical Group 
 Tuan Nguyen, Assistant Deputy Special Agent in Charge, FBI Honolulu 



 

 

 Mark Polivka, CEO, Monarch Insurance  
 Scott Spiker, Unisys Security Cloud 
 Moderator: Steve Robertson, Executive Vice President and CIO, Hawai‘i Pacific Health 

 
Video | 3:15 
 
Poolside Chat | 3:20 
Hawai‘i's evolving and increasing role in infectious diseases research and vaccine development 

 Jerome Kim, Director General, International Vaccine Institute 
 Elliot Parks, President and CEO, Hawaii Bio-Tech 
 Richard Yanagihara, Director, Pacific Center for Emerging Infectious Diseases Research, 

JABSOM 
 Moderator: James Campbell, Professor, Daniel K. Inouye Asia-Pacific Center for Security 

Studies   
 

Break | 3:55 – 4:10  
 
CONCURRENT SESSIONS | 4:10 – 5:10 
SBIR/STTR Innovation Government Support |  
 
NSA Workshop |  
Licensing NSA Technology to Hawai‘i Innovation Start-Ups 

 Alexis Henderson, Director of Business Development & Marketing, NSA 
 Karen Pressley, Deputy Director, Office of Research & Technology Applications, NSA 
 Diane Jordon, CEO, Resurgo LLC 
 Sudesh Kumar, Founder and COE, Kapayla 
 Moderator: Robert Runser, Technical Director, NSA Hawai‘i 

 
Workshop |  
Medical Researcher to Entrepreneur  

 Elliot Epner, Sierra Epigenetics 
 Scott Kuwada, ApopTx  
 Peter Hoffmann, BioLogic 
 Devin Ridgley, HNu Photonics  
 James Turkson, STAT3 Inhibitors  
 Susan Yamada, Executive Director, Pacific Asian Center for Entrepreneurship  

 Moderator: Dr. Mark Mugiishi, Chief Medical Officer, HMSA 
 
Afternoon 4x4 | 5:15 
4-minute TED-style talks from local entrepreneurs; mini case studies, how they’ve partnered and 
results   
 



 

 

Closing Remarks | 5:35 
Vassilis L. Syrmos, Vice President for Research and Innovation, University of Hawai‘i 
 
PARTNERING RECEPTION | 5:40 – 7:00 
 
 
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 6 
 
Registration & Breakfast | 7:30 – 8:15  
 
General Session | 8:30 – 9:45 

 Coral IV and V 
 

Welcome | 8:30 
 Dan Meisenzahl, University of Hawai‘i 

 
Keynote| 8:35 
Michele Schimpp, Deputy Associate Administrator for the Office of Investment and Innovation, Small 
Business Administration  
 
Introduction of Shark Tank | 8:50 

 Meli James, President, Hawai‘i Venture Capital Association 
 
Shark Tank | 8:55 
 
Data Visualization Presentation | 10:00 
Visualizing Your Future 

 Jason Leigh, Professor/Director, Laboratory for Advanced Visualization and Applications,     
UH Mānoa  

 
Introduction to VC Panel | 10:15 

 Hank Wuh, President and CEO, Skai Ventures  
 
Venture Capital Panel No. 1 | 10:20 

 Andrew Betz, Investment Manager, Stafford Capital  
 Donavan Kealoha, Senior Associate, Startup Capital Ventures 
 Barry Weinman, Retired Founder, Allegis Capital   
 Moderator: Hank Wuh, Skai Ventures  

 
Video | 10:20 
 
Venture Capital Panel No. 2 Panel | 11:00 

 Nick Efstratis, EPIC Ventures  



 

 

 Bill Melohn  
 Moderator: Hank Wuh, Skai Ventures  

 
XLR8UH Showcase | 11:40 

 Featuring six UH start-ups 
 
Closing remarks | 12:05  
Gary Kai and Jennifer Sabas, Future Focus Conference Team 
 
1:1 Networking | 12:15  
 
Conference concludes | 1:30 pm 
 
 
 
NOTE: Agenda as of 9/12/16. Program, speakers and times are subject to change 


